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The 2002 'Alien Face' Formation  

Paul Vigay takes a preliminary look at the 2002 'Alien Face' formation. 

On Thursday 15th August 2002 I first heard that there had been an 'impressive' new formation discovered just to the 
west of Winchester (Hampshire, UK). Lucy Pringle immediately flew over the formation, confirming its location at 
Crabwood Farm, between Pitt and Sparsholt (SU 445295) and emailed me some initial photos - which as you can see 
are immediately recognisable as an 'alien face' with a circular grid containing some kind of binary data sequence. 
The initial style of construction is very similar to that of the Chilbolton formations of last year (see my report on the 
Arecibo formation). Indeed, as the crow flies, the location is only about 8½ miles to the southeast of last years 
Chilbolton formations - and the similarity doesn't end there. Immediately to the east of the formation are some more 
radio masts. 

First Impressions 
My first impression of the formation was that it was incredibly elaborate - again, how you would construct a 2D pattern 
on the ground in order to give a 3D visualisation from the air is very impressive by anybody's standard. However, I 
couldn't help 'feeling' that it's an elaborate and well constructed hoax. I just didn't get any initial 'wow' factor from it, 
despite it's undeniably impressive design. This is an entirely subjective viewpoint, but I'm sure people who have been 
into crop circles and witnessed particular designs get an immediate 'hunch' or 'knowing' about certain formations - 
difficult to describe, but I'm sure you know what I mean. 

I don't feel happy with the design of the face. It feels too Hollywood or 'Star Trek' to my personal liking, which I don't 
think is indicative of the true circlemaking force. In fact as soon as I saw the image of the alien, the first thought that 
came into my head was that I recognised it from somewhere. Pondering over this for a few moments made me 
remember some old episodes of Star Trek - the original series, with Captain Kirk etc. In one episode (called the 
Corbomite Manoeuvre) a character known as 'Balok' from the I.S.S.Fesarius constructed a fake dummy for 
communicating with the U.S.S.Enterprise. This dummy was actually featured on the end credits of several episodes and 
was the first thing that entered my mind when I saw the crop formation. 



Having located a picture of the Balok dummy though, I'm not entirely convinced, but 
there is a vague resemblance. It doesn't strike me as representative of the typical 'grey' 
alien either though. It almost has a 'too malevolent' expression about it, and the typical 
image of a grey has large eyes with no visible pupil. 

Either way, there is something 'not right' about the alien itself.  

From a pure design point of view, the frame around the alien is not that accurate. There 
is too little space on the left hand side of the face, and the bottom corners are not 90 
degree angles. This makes it slightly sloppy from an artistic point of view. However, 
something like this could theoretically be constructed with the aid of computer 
controlled GPS equipment - so it's possibly not as difficult to produce as it initially 
looks. Also, a helicopter was heard by a local witness at 2am on the night the 
formation appeared. This could indicate an organised disinformation effort. 

The 'circular grid' design looks interesting though and the inquisitive, enquiring side of my brain took over and thought 
"this might be worth investigating". Because I'm personally unimpressed with the formation from a crop circle research 
point of view (it's very impressive from a design and construction point of view though!) I was aware of wasting my 
time investigating what I believe to be a distraction from the real circlemakers. However, not being one to pass by an 
intriguing looking code, and also because I endeavour to keep my research impartial from personal opinion, I decided 
to investigate further.... 

The Circular Grid 
My first thoughts on the circular grid pattern was that it was similar to the old Victorian disc music boxes, which 
consisted of metal discs with notches on them which struck a pin as they rotate. This would produce musical notes. In 
fact, the music box appears to have been introduced by Antoine Favre, a Swiss watchmaker, in 1796. However, the disc 
player was introduced in the latter part of the 19th century and were the predecessor of phonographs and modern 
records. I wondered what the 'notes' in the formation would sound like if I wrote some computer software to simulate a 
Victorian music box and 'play' the formation as a notched disc. This might be the topic of a future research project, 
especially as it fits in with my ongoing research into musical tones and harmonics. 

On closer examination of the 'disc' (more detailed photos coming soon), it would appear to be a single spiral of 'pixels' 
expanding out from the centre, rather like the groove on a vinyl record. The obvious assumption to make here is that it 
contains another binary code sequence, like the Arecibo message formation. However, although the disc looks familiar 
to me (perhaps I've subconsciously remembered seeing something similar in a science fiction movie?) I've been unable 
to locate a close match in my reference library. 

There are a number of possible avenues to research in order to decode any data which may be contained within the disc. 
It could be some form of cymatic mandala. I've been researching cymatics since about 1992 but for those who aren't 
familiar with this aspect of my research, I hope to upload some more articles on this topic in the near future. Cymatics, 
or the study of music and its shape-forming potential was begun around 1800 when the German acoustical physicist 
and amateur musician Ernst Chladni began experimenting with sand on vibrating metal plates. He discovered that by 
sprinkling sand on a round metal plate and then drawing a violin bow vertically along the plate's rim, the musical tone 
produced would move the sand particles into mandala shapes. 



 
Chladni's 'Cymatic' diagrams 

Another area of interest is that of planetary grid systems. I've also been interested in this research for some years and 
was intrigued to find out that there is actually an international harmony based upon a music of planetary grid systems. 
This is currently the subject of some ongoing research projects I'm involved with, but suffice to say, after a brief search 
through my reference library I located a diagram of a planetary grid system based upon a Lambdoma Matrix originating 
at one of the poles. 
Again, this looks as if it might be worth researching further. 

 
Diagram showing a Lambdoma Matrix 

Thinking in 3D again! 
Those of you who are aware of my previous research (see articles in Enigma will know that during the past 12 years I 
have been investigating three dimensional geometry systems based around crop formation designs. One of the first 
things I do when examining new ideas and concepts is to 'think outside norm' and examine things from all angles, 
indeed all dimensions. To this end, I can also visualise the circular grid portion of this crop formation in terms of a 
three dimensional sphere. If you then superimpose a binary sequence over the surface of this sphere, you start to get 
into some very interesting research; The Entropy of Black Holes. 



According to theoretical physics the amount of information that can 
be hidden in a black hole is finite and not infinite as some scientists 
believe. We can actually start to calculate the amount of information 
stored in a black hole by a single, clear number, or the so-called 
entropy of a black hole. This entropy is a pure number and is known 
as the Bekenstein "nat number" and is exactly the surface area of the 
horizon of the black hole, divided by four times the elementary 
quantum of area. This allows us to find an amazing connection 
between pure mass - black hole mass - and information. 

This is all quite advanced research, and I hope to expand upon this 
topic, in laymans terms, in future articles - but for the time being, it's 
a taster of current research projects and thinking processes. 

Indeed, irrespective of the origin of the crop circle, we again find 
ourselves questing for knowledge and information that is outside the 
normal paradigm of everyday life. This is what I continue to find 

amazing about the message in the crop formations. What other subject enables you to wake up in the morning and 
within minutes can inspire you to learn about Victorian music boxes, cymatics, planetary grid systems and theoretical 
physics concerning black holes? 

Again, crop circles have taught us about things we may have had no previous knowledge of, and certainly didn't learn 
about at school - and if we did, it definitely wasn't so much fun! Crop circles are a fun and inspirational guide to 
seeking and learning new information. 

I hope this brief article has given you some food for thought and perhaps helped trigger some other thought processes 
inside your brain. I hope to expand on a number of the ideas and theories shared here, but in the meantime, wanted to 
write something quickly in order to put down some of my initial thoughts and ideas regarding this particular formation. 
It may not be from what I could call the 'genuine circlemakers', but none the less, I'm sure it has a wealth of new 
knowledge it can teach us - if we remain open-minded and enquiring. 

Paul Vigay, 17th August 2002  

Photos: (21st Aug 2002) 
I visited the formation on Sunday 18th August and took a large selection of photos from ground level. These are shown 
below.

 

Analysis Update: (20th Aug 2002) 
Sorry for not uploading more information, but as you can imagine, things are rather hectic at the moment. I spent the 
weekend in Wiltshire and only returned home last night, to about 500 emails. I'm working through these and I also took 
a number of photos of the formation on the ground. 

Initial analysis tends to indicate that the disc contains around 153 groups of 7 bit binary data bytes. I've not had a 
chance to key it all into the computer yet - which should allow for a much more variable analysis as I can vary the bit 
data between 7 and 8 bits and also shuffle the bit data back and forth to see if any close matched are given. 

Analysis Update: (21th Aug 2002) 
I've done some more analysis myself this afternoon, mainly because I wanted to satisfy my own curiosity and see if I 
could verify the various decoded messages other people are obtaining - and I can independently verify Eltjo's findings, 
yielding the message "Beware ...." 

Using a detailed closeup image of the disc, kindly taken by Lucy Pringle, specifically for helping to decode the binary 
sequence, I was able to construct small squares or 'pixels' and superimpose them on the image. Then, starting from the 



centre and spiralling outwards, we get a 1 if the crop is standing and a 0 if the crop is flattened. Every 9th position is a 
small tuft of standing crop which is smaller than the standard 'pixels'. This I, along with several other researchers, 
interpret to be some kind of divider between digits. Between each marker digit are 8 'pixels', which conveniently 
corresponds to the standard 8 bits per byte notation that us computer programmers use. By using 8 bits we can 
represent anything from 00000000 which is 0 in decimal right up to 11111111 (ie. all 8 pixels 'on') which is 255 in 
decimal. 

In order to represent numbers and letters 
of the alphabet, computers use a set of 
128 characters which comprises what is 
known as the ASCII character set. ASCII 
stands for American Standard Code for 
Information Interchange and was devised 
by the ANSI corporation back in the 
1960s. The original ASCII set comprised 
of 7 bits in order to represent 128 unique 
characters. However, modern computers 
use an 8 bit character set which can 
display 255 different characters. The 

'upper' 128 characters are usually reserved for special characters such as accented foreign characters and things like the 
Euro symbol. 

Going back to our spiral of binary digits in the crop formation disc, we obtain an initial grouping of 01000010 
01100101 01110111 01100001 01110010 and so on, spiralling out from the centre. (see diagram). We can translate 
these binary sequences into their decimal equivalent and thus look them up in the ASCII character set to see what 
letters they correspond to. 

Doing this for the whole 'disc' we get the message "Beware the bearers of FALSE gifts & their BROKEN 
PROMISES. Much PAIN but still time. (Damaged Word). There is GOOD out there.We OPpose DECEPTION. 
Conduit CLOSING (BELL SOUND)". This was originally decoded by an anonymous visitor to Linda Moulton-
Howe's web site. Although I've yet to verify the entire binary sequence I got as far as the first couple of words and it 
did indeed read as above. I have no reason to assume the Linda's guest made a mistake, but I will continue decoding it 
when I have time (update - see below).  

What does it all mean then? 
I wouldn't really like to interpret the message itself as it could either be interpreted as some dire warning from extra-
terrestrials or be intended as such by devious hoaxers. Indeed, the timing coinciding with 'malevolent aliens' in the 
recent "Signs" movie seems rather suspicious, especially if we're about to see a media campaign portraying aliens as 
negative entities. 

Certainly using ASCII code to encode the message seems rather strange if coming from a genuine extra-terrestrial 
intelligence. This is not a universal 'sign of life' such as composites of prime numbers, the harmonic signature of 
hydrogen, PI or other irrational numbers etc etc. ASCII is purely the invention by a few computer scientists back in the 
1960's. Of course, some true believers might use this to claim that the aliens have advanced sufficiently in their 
understanding of homo-sapien life that they feel comfortable communicating with us in our own language - but - ASCII 
is not a standard. What gives Western computer users the monopoly on communication with ET? Why not use Cryllic 
or Chinese encoding methods? Yes, I know the formation appeared in the UK so could justifiably use a UK encoding 
system, but ASCII is hardly universal! 

Of course this discussion can go on and on. There are numerous points to support all kinds of perspectives on the origin 
of the formation. I remain of the opinion that it is hoaxed and indeed the physical construction on the ground is 
technically less impressive than the Chilbolton formations of last year. It's comprised of lines as opposed to individual 
pixels which would be easier to construct using GPS distances from the bordering frame. 



I think we need to remain logical and rational when we examine and research controversial crop formations, especially 
those which inspire strong emotions in people. I've received a huge number of emails in response to my initial analysis, 
some agreeing and some disagreeing with my conclusions - but we must not get carried away by the media and film 
hype. It could be the most significant indicator of extra-terrestrial contact yet, or it could be part of a national 
disinformation effort such as the Doug and Dave expose. However, I believe that if it's genuinely ET and they want to 
make contact, they will find other ways and times in order to attract our attention if we're confused by this formation. 
If, on the other hand, it's a disinformation project by persons unknown then it could set back serious, academic research 
into crop circles by ten years. 

To this end, I urge everyone to be vigilant and examine all possibilities. 

Paul Vigay, 21st August 2002  

Analysis Update: (22nd Aug 2002) 
I've completed my decoding of the binary code within the 'disc' and with help from Frédéric Lebois, I can confirm the 
entire message as given above. 

 
I've also tried to piece together the damaged word in the middle of the message. This would 
appear to be either a mistake in the encoding in the formation or some additional code which I'm 
not familiar with. By clicking on the small thumbnail (shown right) you can view an enlarged 
view of that section of the disc. According to my own decoding the word says EELIJ?E where 
the ? is a letter that I can't decode, due to it having 11 (or possibly 12) bits. I shall assume it's 11 
bits because if it was 12, the leading bit is a 0 so can be safely ignored in terms of decoding the numeric value. The bit 
pattern as far as I can make out is 10101010110 (don't forget to read in an anti-clockwise fashion because it's still 
spiralling out from the centre). This translates to 1366 in decimal. Being ruthless we can convert this into ASCII by 
performing a modulo 256 arithmetic, which will yield 86 or V. This would spell out EELIJVE - which still doesn't 
make sense to me. 

Of course, if the formation is indeed a hoax, the confusion here could be simply due to a constructional error when 
making the formation, or a cryptic code in the middle. I notice that this word is separated from the main message by 
two fullstops, so it's difficult to tell what the maker of the formation intended. 

 
To aid additional research, I've made available another one of my 'work in progress' diagrams 
(see right). This shows a close-up of my 'pixels' that I've been adding in order to clarify the 
decoding process. I've shifted the 11 confusing pixels to the right slightly so that you can see if 
you can do your own analysis and compare with my interpretation. 

Clicking on either of the small thumbnail images will open a larger image in a new window. I've 
saved the images in PNG format so that there is no loss of quality (as there would be using JPEGs) but this does mean 
the images have bigger file sizes. 

Unless any major breakthroughs occur I will probably leave my analysis of this formation and return to my other 
research. This is mainly due to my remaining scepticism about this formation and also because I don't think there is 
much left to decode. I will however, continue to periodically review this page and update/add to the links below if new 
information becomes available. 

Paul Vigay, 22nd August 2002  

Stop Press: (22nd Aug 2002, 4.15pm) 
I've just received an email saying that the corrupt word could be BELIEVE. This would certainly make sense in the 
context of the decoded message. The only two mistaken letters would be the initial B and the E before the V. On re-
examining the aerial photos what I interpreted to be a J could possibly be re-interpreted to become an E (by reading an 



extra space in the middle and dropping the last space), but examining what would be B definitely gives an E so again 
this could indicate an error in the physical construction 

 
Changing the corrupt word to BELIEVE doesn't quite work... 

 
 
 

Ground photos of the 2002 'Alien Face' Formation  

A collection of photos taken from ground level. 

These photos were all taken on the morning of Sunday 18th August. They were taken on an Olympus C3030 digital 
camera at an original resolution of 1024x768 pixels. I've subsequently compressed them using Photodesk in order to 
save space. You can click on the thumbnails below in order to see the full-size versions, which will be displayed in a 
new window. 

 
Arriving at the end of the 
track, showing the nearby 

radio towers. 

 
A wider shot showing the other 

towers. 

 
Parked at the side of the field, 
looking towards the formation. 

 
Close up of the pixels in the 

face. 

 
Looking west across the face 

and towards the 'disc'. 

 
Looking across the face. 

 
Looking back from the face towards 

the radio towers. 

 
View from the alien looking 

down across the 'disc'. 

 
Another view of the bottom 

end of the face, looking 
towards the 'disc'. 

 
The ground lay of the 'disc'. 

 
The ground lay of the 'disc', looking 
left to right across the top of it (when 
viewed relative to the original aerial 

photos). 

 
The top part of the 'disc', 

showing the radio masts to 
the east. 



 
The centre of the 'disc'. 

 
More ground details of the 

'disc'. 

 
The centre of the 'disc'. 

 
More ground details of the 

'disc'. 

 
Researchers Steve & Lesley 
Clementson in the centre of 

the 'disc'. 

 
More ground details of the 

'disc'. 

 
Looking across the disc and bottom 

portion of the face, towards the north.  
Close up of a thin line in the 

face, just above the 'disc'. 

 
A wider shot of the thin line in 
the face, just above the 'disc'. 

 
Give away? 

A small LED sighting device(?) 
found near the formation. Did a 

hoaxer drop it? 

    

Update - 27th July 2003 
I've received a number of emails regarding the small LED device found in the field. This was found by my colleague 
Freddy Silva on the morning after the formation was reported. He passed it onto me for subsequent analysis (as I've 
studied electronics). It's a very simple device consisting of a green Light Emitting Diode (LED) connected to a battery 
via a small on/off switch. It was wrapped in plastic tape, which was still sticky and indicative that it hadn't been left out 
for long as there was no weather erosion on it. Indeed, it still worked and could be operated. 

I've no idea what it could be used for other than a sighting device in the dark. It might have been dropped by hoaxers or 
it may have been deliberately 'planted' by debunkers/hoaxers. 

The device is still in my possession. 

Paul Vigay, 22nd August 2002 



 



 

The Alien at Crabwood Farm House, by Eltjo H. Hasel hoff.  

Reproduced with kind permission from DCCCS.org 

This article may be copied and distributed freely. A link to www.dcccs.org would be appreciated. 

August 19th 2002  

First Impressions 
An interesting characteristic of crop circle formations is that each year the 'best' formation seems to be 'better' than the 
'best' formation of the previous year. Obviously, 'better' and 'best' are subjective concepts, also depending on personal 
taste. Nevertheless, the recent Crabwood Farm House formation in the UK has blasted everyone away, even after the 
appearance of such impressive formations as last year's Milk Hill formation and 'The Face' of Chilbolton. A first 
reaction by the Dutch Centre for Crop Circle Studies. 

Awesome! That is an adjective that certainly applies to the "Alien Face" formation that appeared at Crabwood Farm 
House in Witshire, England. A very crisp piece of work, at least seen from the air. Those who claim that crop circles 
are made by alien civilisations in order to attempt to communicate with us, seem to have a stronger case each year. The 
"Arecibo Replay" of 2001, which appeared at Chilbolton together with a pixelised portrait of a human(oid) already was 
a clear hint in that direction, this one is even better. 

Compared with the Alien Face at Crabwood Farm House, the Chilbolton formations have degraded considerably in 
quality. Have a look at the Chilbolton Face (see below) and compare it to this new masterpiece (see below). The first 
thing you notice, is that the new portrait has a much higher effective resolution (crispness). Moreover, the simple 
pictographic communication by means of a matrix with dots (composed of two prime numbers), has been replaced by a 
much more modern medium: a stylized Compact Disc,with a binary code. 

It was obvious that this Compact Disc contained a message. I planned to try and decode it myself, but even before I 
started, an email from David Kingston notified me that the translation could already be found on the Internet: 

"Beware the bearers of FALSE gifts & their BROKEN PROMISES. 
Much PAIN but still time. 
EELRIJUE. 
There is GOOD out there. 
We OPpose DECEPTION. 
Conduit CLOSING [bell sound]" 

(Check out Linda Moulton Howe's website to read all about the analysis.) The dots inside the circular imprint can be 
read along a spiral that runs from the inside towards the outer edge of the disc (exactly the way a compact disc works), 
and is deciphered in a straightforward manner by simply applying the 8 bit binary codes that describe the international 
ASCII character set as used in computers. This may seem like abracadabra to some of you, but representing characters 
from a computer keyboard by zeroes and ones (or standing and flattened crop) is less than Kindergarten stuff for any 
computer analyst (or almost any 13-year old kid with a PC). 

It may be clear to you: I have a few serious concerns about this formation, and I am convinced it's a man-made hoax. 
The reasons are multifold: 

1. Clearly, this formation is a continuation of last year's Chilbolton events. We actually expected this one. However, 
one thing is curious. The Chilbolton "Face" was composed of dots of varying sizes, made in a similar way as black and 
white news paper photographs are printed. The dots were arranged on a regular, rectangular grid (oriented at 45 
degrees), and apparent gray scales were created by varying the sizes of the dots. The Crabwood formation is different. 
It is made out of horizontal lines, the width of which is modulated in order to create apparent gray scales. The image is 
similar to what you see on a TV screen, rather than on a black and white photograph in a news paper. The fundamental 



principle of photographic encoding is completely different! And that is very strange. Why didn't the alleged 'aliens' 
employ this more sophisticated method last year? Has their technology improved so much in such a short time? 

2. Secondly, there is something very peculiar about the binary message. I have no problems with the fact that the aliens 
can speak and write English. Why not? They may have been the ones who actually taught us to speak their language (a 
long time ago). But why on earth (or better: why off earth) would they employ a binary encoding to spell out a 
message? If they can produce such high-quality graphical images in the fields, why didn't they simple write the 
message in the field? If they know the ASCII character set, they also know the characters! So why do they have to 
stylize the shape of a CD to give us a (most obvious) clue that the dots inside the circle are actually a binary code? It 
simply does not make sense at all. 

3. I am very much aware of the fact that any speculation about alien life forms and their possible interactions with 
humans cannot be judged by human logic. Whatever is obvious or logical to us, humans, may be anything but logical 
or even completely incomprehensible to an intelligence that developed a million light years from here. For that reason, 
a plea such as "why don't the aliens create a crop circle in front of the White House" is not valid. Have you ever tried 
to explain to a mosquito that he should not sting you? There may be an extremely obvious thing to do (i.e., obvious for 
a mosquito) to explain such a thing to the little insect, but despite our much higher intelligence, mosquito logic cannot 
be understood by humans. However, this argument cannot be applied to my statements written above. The problem is 
exactly the opposite: the Crabwood formation is full of human logic! And that is exactly the reason why I believe it's an 
elaborate hoax. The classical 'Gray', straight out of Star Trek, the silly way of creating a 152 byte CD (containing 
about 0,2 millionth of the data on a real CD), an anonymous decoding engineer who comes up with the translation 
shortly afterwards... The formation says it all: We OPpose DECEPTION. 

The most fascinating things about this crop formation, I think, are 1. the curious message, which is completely empty 
(of course you should beware of false gifts, deception etc., nothing new here) and 2. the strange way of combining 
capital and lowercase characters, particularly in the word "OPpose". And what does "EELRIJUE" mean? It may all be 
just a smart trick to deviate our attention from the obvious clues that someone is trying to pull our legs. The question 
remains: Why? Would anyone create such a time-consuming an elaborate hoax just to fool others? Was this formation 
made by Mel Gibson and friends, afraid that Signs will flop? There must be a reason, and probably a pretty good one 
too. I wonder if time will tell. 

However, whoever made this formation, they did a great job, and that is another fact. My compliments! 

Eltjo H. Haselhoff. 



 
Chilbolton "face" image 

 



August 15, 2002 Winchester/Crabwood Spiral Code Message: 

"Beware the bearers of false gifts and their broken promises. Much pain, but still time. Believe there is 
good out there. We oppose deception. (Bell sound 0x07 used to end teletype messages in the early 
1960s)." 

 

A spiral of 8 bit binary encoding in hexadecimal form with English alphabet letters 
represented by ASCII character sets used by computer programmers since the 1960s. 

To translate the code, you have to start at the center and spiral outward, counterclockwise. 
Translation and overlaid letters on color coded wheat by Richard Brain © August 2002 

 


